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VILI FEMALE FIGURE
Democratic Republic of the Congo

26 cm. high

Provenance

Lucien Van de Velde, Antwerp, 1978

€ 8.000 – 12.000



277

FANGBETI FEMALE RELIQUARY FIGURE
Southern Cameroon

45 cm. high

Provenance

W.D. Webster, Bicester, Oxfordshire, no.7395 

Literature

Webster, W.D., Illustrated Catalogue of Ethnological Specimens, Euro-
pean and Eastern Arms and Armour, Prehistoric and Other Curiosities, 
1899, Vol. 3, No. 22, fig.50. 

The present figure is one of a group of four, two male and two 
female, offered for sale in W.D. Webster’s catalogue no.22 of 1899. 
The other female was acquired by Lt. Gen. Pitt Rivers and was sold by 
Sotheby’s London on 15 July 1975 as lot 237. 

Louis Perrois, writing about a Cameroon Fang figure offered for sale 
at Sotheby’s New York, on 17 May 2002, as lot 138, cites the Webster 
group of figures, which he attributes to the Beti. He states that  
they are very old and notes their distinct dry patina.  For two other  
figures of similar style see Sotheby’s London, 15 July 1975, lot 236, 
for a male acquired by Lt. Gen. A.H.L.F Pitt Rivers from W.D. Webster 
in 1897; and Zwernemann, J. and Lohse, W., Aus Afrika, Ahnen-Geister 
Götter, Hamburg, 1985, p.149, fig.142, for a female figure donated to 
the Hamburgisches Museum für Völkerkunde in 1879.

The back of the head of the present figure is inscribed in red paint: 
55 Ashanti W.Africa though to which collection or institution this 
relates we do not know.

€ 15.000 – 20.000





Conditions of Sale

I. In General

The art auction house, Lempertz N.V. (henceforth referred to as ‘Lempertz’) 
conducts public auctions as commissioning agent in its own name and on behalf 
of the accounts of the submitter. The identity of the submitter remains in principle 
unknown. 

These conditions of sale are applicable to all contracts concluded by Lempertz. 
Anyone who makes a commitment with Lempertz or who attends an art auction, 
viewing day or any other similar event, acknowledges and accepts these conditions 
of sale.

These conditions of sale are originally drawn up in the Dutch language. In case of 
conflict or discordance between the Dutch version and the translated version, the 
Dutch version is conclusive. 

The lots are sold in the state in which they are found at the moment of the  
allocation (‘as is’). The absence of any reference to the state of the lot does not 
mean that the lot is in a good state or is free from damages, defects or restorations. 

The United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods 
is not applicable.

II. The Auction process & the process of bidding

II.1. Submission of bids

1. Bids in attendance – The floor bidder receives a bidding number on presentation 
of his identity card.  Lempertz reserves the right to grant entry to the auction. 
Lempertz reserves the right to deny access to her premises or participation in the 
auction. 

2. Bidding in one’s own name and on one’s own account – Every bidder is  
considered to act in his own name and on his own account and is personally liable 
for making the payment.

3. Bids in absentia – Bids can also be submitted either in writing, telephonically 
or via the internet. The placing of bids in absentia must reach Lempertz at least 
twenty four (24) hours before the beginning of the auction to ensure the proper 
processing thereof.

The lot must be mentioned in the bid placed by the bidder, together with ticket 
number and lot description. In the event of ambiguities, the listed ticket number 
becomes applicable. The instruction to bid must be signed by the bidder.  
The buyer does not have a right of withdrawal (art. VII 53,11° and VII 73,11°  
Belgian economic law code).

Telephonic bids – Lempertz cannot vouch for the establishment and maintenance 
of a connection.  In submitting a bid placement, the bidder declares that he agrees 
to the recording of the telephone conversation.

Bids via the internet – Lempertz only considers bids via the internet if the bidder 
has registered himself on the internet website beforehand. Lempertz treats these 
bids in the same way as placed bids in writing. Lempertz cannot vouch for the 
establishment and maintenance of a connection.

4. Bank guarantee and other guarantees – Lempertz has the right to require a bank 
guarantee or any other guarantee from the bidder to prove his creditworthiness.

5. Obligation to provide information (anti-money laundering legislation) –  
The bidder provides a copy of the identity documents of the bidder and, as the case 
may be, of the actual buyer on whose account the bidder occurs.

II.2. Carrying out the auction

6. Allocation – The hammer will come down when no higher bids are submitted 
after three calls for a bid. In extenuating circumstances, Lempertz is entitled to 
refuse the acceptance of a bid or to reserve the allocation. 

The bidder, who places the highest bid (the buyer), himself or through a third 
person, buys the lot at the hammer price. The sales contract is concluded between 
Lempertz and the buyer. 

7. Bids for an absentee bidder – Bids for absentee bidders are only played to an 
absolute maximum by Lempertz if this is deemed necessary to out-bid another bid. 

8. Reserve – Lempertz can bid on behalf of the submitter up to the agreed limit 
without revealing this and irrespective of whether other bids are submitted. 

9. No liability of Lempertz – Even if bids have been placed, Lempertz is not liable 
if the hammer has not come down, except in the case of wilful intent. 

10. Dispute or error with respect to the allocation – Lempertz decides to whom 
the lot is allocated in case of error or dispute with respect to the allocation.  
If several individuals make the same bid at the same time, and after the third call, 
no higher bid ensues, then the case is decided by lot/fate.

If a higher bid that was submitted on time, was erroneously overlooked and imme-
diately queried by the affected bidder, or if any doubts arise regarding its allocation, 
Lempertz can cancel the sale and reoffer and resell the lot in dispute.

11. The refusing of bids – Lempertz reserves the right to refuse certain bids.

12. Lempertz’s discretion – Lempertz has the right at its absolute and sole 
discretion to withdraw any catalogue lots from the sale, to offer any lot in an order 
different from that given in the catalogue, to transfer the catalogue lots to a later 
auction, and to divide or combine any catalogue lots.

13. Once a lot has been knocked down, the successful bidder is obliged to buy it – 
The bidder to whom the lot was allocated, is obliged to buy the lot at the purchase 
price. If a bid is accepted conditionally, the bidder is bound by his bid until four 
(4) weeks after the auction unless he withdraws from the conditionally accepted bid 
at the latest one day after the auction. 

14. Transfer of ownership and risk – The risk relating the allocated lot is directly 
transferred to the buyer upon the fall of the hammer. The transfer of ownership to 
the buyer takes place after the reception of the full purchase price by Lempertz. 

III.  The Completion of the auction transaction  
after the allocation of the lots

15. Calculation of the purchase price – The purchase price consists of the hammer 
price, plus the premium, the VAT and the resale right. 

16. Buyers’ premium – The Buyer pays a premium of 24  calculated on the 
hammer price up to a hammer price of € 400.000 and 22  on any amount 
surpassing € 400.000.

17. VAT – The Buyer pays 21  VAT on the premium (margin scheme –  
article 58 §4 W.BTW). The Buyer pays a VAT of 21% on the net invoice price 
(hammer price + premium) for the lots which are characterized in the Catalogue  
by an asterisk ( * ) (normal VAT regime). 

The exports to third countries (i.e. non-EU) are exempted from VAT, and so will be 
exports made by companies from other EU member states if they state their VAT 
identification number.

If an auction participant personally exports a lot to a third country (i.e. non-EU), 
Lempertz refunds the VAT as soon as Lempertz has received the proof of export 
and import, and provided that it was included in the purchase price.  

18. Reservation for invoices – An invoice issued during the auction or immediately 
after the auction requires verification. Lempertz cannot be held liable for errors in 
these invoices. 

19. Payment – Successful bidders attending the auction in person pay the purchase 
price to Lempertz immediately after the auction. The purchase price is immediately 
due and payable, also for buyers who did not attend the auction in person.

Bank transfers are to be made exclusively in Euros. Cheques cannot be accepted. 
When the purchase price amounts to €3.000,00 or more, the buyer cannot pay in 
cash (anti-money laundering legislation). This also applies when the purchase price 
of different lots together amounts to €3.000,00 or more. 

The payment is not deemed to have been effected before Lempertz has received  
it in cash or before the bank account of Lempertz has been duly credited.  
The payments of the buyer to Lempertz always firstly serve for the settlement of  
the oldest outstanding debt of the buyer to Lempertz. 

20. An invoice corresponding to another client – The request to issue an auction 
invoice in the name of a client other than the bidder has to be made immediately 
after the auction. Lempertz reserves the right to refuse such a request. The bidder 
and the buyer are jointly and severally bound by all obligations arising from that 
bid. 



21. Late payment and non-payment – In case of late payment, interests amounting 
to 1% of the purchase price a month are, automatically and without any prior 
notice of default, charged from the due date onwards.

In case of non-payment within five (5) working days after the auction, Lempertz  
is entitled (at its discretion): 

o to insist on performance of the agreement; and/or

o to dissolve the purchase agreement by simple written notification, without any 
prior notice of default and without any intervention by the courts. Lempertz 
can reoffer and resell the lot at an auction; and/or

o to claim damages for non-performance from the buyer in default, such as – but 
not limited to – the payment of the difference between the agreed purchase 
price and the new purchase price of the lot after a new auction, plus the cost of 
resale Under no circumstances the defaulting buyer is entitled to the possible 
surplus when the lot is sold at a higher purchase price at the new auction;  
and/or

o to retain the lot as well as any lot allocated to the buyer at the same auction or 
at any other auction. Lempertz has the right to release the lots only when the 
total amount due for all the lots has been duly paid. Lempertz can transport, 
store and insure the lots at the expense of the buyer. 

Lempertz has the right to reject or not take into account any bids placed by or on 
the account of the defaulting buyer during future auctions. 

22. Collection of purchased lots – The buyer is obliged to collect the purchased lot 
immediately after the auction. The lot will not be surrendered to the buyer until 
the reception of full payment by Lempertz. Lempertz is not liable for the purchased 
lots, except in the case of wilful intent. 

23. Transport, dispatch or shipping – Every transport, dispatch or shipping of 
purchased lots is organised by the buyer on his own responsibility. Without any 
exception the transport, dispatch or shipping takes place at the expense and the risk 
of the buyer.

24. Failure to collect purchased lots – In case the buyer does not collect the 
purchased lots within four (4) weeks after the auction, Lempertz is entitled to store 
and insure the not-collected lots at the expense of the buyer. In that case, the store 
and insure costs are 1% of the hammer price a month. Lempertz is not liable in the 
event of loss or damage, except in case of intentional acts. 

IV. State of the purchased lots 

25. The Buyer’ duty to investigate – All lots put up for sale at the auction can be 
viewed and inspected prior to the auction.  The buyer undertakes to inspect and 
investigate the lots before the auction. The buyer is considered to be fully and 
personally informed at its own risk about the state and quality of the lots, as well as 
about the authenticity of the lots and the conformity of the lots with the descripti-
on in the catalogue. The buyer bears the risk of the identification of the lot. 

26. The awareness of the buyer – The buyer acknowledges that it is not possible 
for Lempertz to examine all lots in detail. The buyer acknowledges that Lempertz is 
reliant upon the information of the submitter for the description of the lots such as 
for example in the catalogue.

The buyer acknowledges that every statement in the catalogue, the brochures or 
any other publicity, as well as in any condition report from Lempertz, in relation 
to authorship, origin, creation, age, attribution, quality and state of the lot is only 
an opinion and not a fact. The buyer acknowledges that Lempertz does not warrant 
and cannot give any warranty as to the authenticity of the lot.

The buyer acknowledges that the lots submitted are usually from a certain age, so 
that it is impossible that the lots are in perfect condition.

27. statements and descriptions of the lots – All statements and descriptions 
in the catalogue and related specifications on the internet are compiled in good 
faith. They are derived from the status of the information available at the time of 
compiling the catalogue. 

Every statement or description in the catalogue, the brochures or any other publi-
city, as well as in any condition report from Lempertz, in relation to authorship, 
origin, creation, age, attribution, quality and state of the lot is an opinion and not 
a fact and cannot be considered as a reality. The statements and descriptions in the 
catalogue are provided for information purposes only, without any warranty. The 
same applies for illustrations and images in the catalogue, as well as any other oral 
or written information.

The statements, descriptions and illustrations are no part of the contractual 
agreed characteristics. The certificates or certifications from artists, their estates or 

experts are no part of the agreement, unless if they are explicitly mentioned in the 
catalogue text.

28. The state of the lot at the moment of the allocation (‘as is’) – The buyer 
purchases the lots in the state in which they are found at the moment of the 
allocation, with their defects and imperfections. The state of the lot is not always 
mentioned in the catalogue. The absence of any reference to the state of the lot 
does not imply that the lot is in a good state or that the lot is free from damages, 
defaults or restorations. 

V. Copyright

29. Photography and publicity – The submitter and the buyer grant the right to 
Lempertz to photograph and publish each lot in its possession in relation to the 
auction and in any other relation. Lempertz acquires and preserves the copyright 
on all images and can use them at its own discretion, even after the lot has been 
sold. 

VI. Liability and warranty

30. The nature of the obligations – The obligation of the buyer and the submitter 
resulting from the contractual relation are result obligations (‘obligation de résultat’), 
unless expressely provided otherwise. The obligations of Lempertz arising from the 
contractuel relation are best efforts obligations (‘obligation de moyen’). 

31. Joint and several liability – The buyer, the bidder and anyone who buys for 
joint account, are jointly and severally liable for all obligations arising from the sale.

32. No liability/warranty for the lots – The buyer buys the lots in the state in 
which they are found at the moment of allocation, with their defaults and imper-
fections. Lempertz does not give any warranties in this regard. Lempertz cannot 
be held liable for the damages resulting from a default, a loss or a damage to the 
purchased lot, irrespective of the legal basis, except in the case of wilful intent. 

33. No liability for the catalogue or condition report – Lempertz is not liable if 
the lots differ from the statements, descriptions and illustrations in the catalogue 
or from any other information (for example online). Lempertz is not liable for a 
condition report drawn up at the request of bidder. 

34. No liability/warranty for non-authenticity – Lempertz does not warrant the 
authenticity of the lots and is not liable for non-authenticity of the lots, except in 
case of wilful intent. The liability for bodily injury or damages caused to health or 
life remains unaffected.

35. Limitation of liability – In any case the liability of Lempertz is limited to the 
total purchase price which was effectively paid by the buyer. 

36. Claims against the submitter – In the event of variances from the catalogue  
descriptions which result in negation or substantial diminution of value or 
suitability of the lot, Lempertz is entitled to pursue its rights against the submitter 
through the courts. In the event of a successful claim against the submitter, 
Lempertz does only reimburse the buyer the total purchase price paid. Under no 
circumstances this amount exceeds the amount of the claim against the submitter 
which was granted and effectively paid.

Lempertz, has the right to transfer its claim for damages against the submitter 
for any damage arising from the inauthenticity of the auctioned lot to the buyer, 
without any further liability. 

VII. Miscellaneous

37. Place of performance – The place of performance of the obligations resulting 
from the contractual relations is Brussels. 

38. Applicable law – Belgian law is applicable to the contractual relations.  
The provisions of the United Nations Convention on Contracts for the  
International Sale of Goods (CISG) are not applicable. 

39. Dispute settlement – All disputes resulting from or relating to the contractual 
relation will be resolved exclusively by the courts and tribunals of Brussels. 

40. waiver of set-off or merger confusion – The buyer and the submitter waive 
their right to invoke set-off or merger confusion. The buyer is not entitled to  
invoke article 1653 of the Belgian Civil Code in relation to buyer’s disturbance.

41. Partial nullity – If one or more provisions of these conditions of sale would be 
declared completely or partially null and void, then this nullity is limited to this 
provision and the remaining provisions of these conditions of sale are not affected, 
unless otherwise provided.
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Export
Exports to third (i.e. non-EU) countries will be exempt from VAT, and 
so will be exports made by companies from other EC member states  
if they state their VAT identification number. Persons who have bought 
an item at auction and export it as personal luggage to any third  
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exportation and the exporter’s identity has been returned to the auctio-
neer. Our staff will be glad to advise you on the export formalities.

Exports to countries outside the European Community are  subject  
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CITES
Items marked are subject to CITES export restrictions. For these 
items, export licences to non-EU countries are usually not granted.
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Name   Name

Address   Adresse

Telephone   Telefon    Fax    E-Mail

References and identification may be required for new clients   Evtl. Referenzen und Identifikation bei Neukunden

Date   Datum    Signature   Unterschrift

Lot    Title   Titel (Stichwort) Bid price €   Gebot bis zu €

The above listed bids will be utilized to the extent necessary to overbid  
other bids. The bids are binding, the listed catalogue numbers are valid.  
The commission and value added tax (VAT) are not included. The bidder  
accepts the conditions of sale printed in the catalogue. Written bids should  
be received by at latest the day before the auction. Telephone bidding is  
possible for lots worth at least € 1.000,–.

Die oben eingetragenen Gebote werden wir nur soweit in Anspruch 
nehmen, als andere Gebote überboten werden müssen. Die Aufträge sind 
bindend, es gelten die eingetragenen Katalognummern. Das Aufgeld und  
die Mehrwertsteuer sind nicht enthalten. Der Auftraggeber erkennt die im 
Katalog abgedruckten Versteigerungsbedingungen an. Schriftliche Gebote 
sollen einen Tag vor der Auktion vorliegen. Aufträge für Telefongebote 
könne erst ab einer Texe von € 1.000,– erteilt werden.



Versandanweisung

Der Versand der ersteigerten Objekte wird auf Ihre Kosten  
und Gefahr nach Zahlungseingang auf Ihre Anweisung  
vorgenommen.

Bei Rückfragen:  
Tel +32.2.25140586   bruxelles@lempertz.com

 Post  o.a.

 Luftpost

 Luftfracht

 Abholung persönlich

 Versicherung (nur zum vollen Rechnungsbetrag)

Bilder unter Glas können nicht mit der Post versandt werden.

Versand an:

Telefon

Rechnungsempfänger: 
(wenn abweichend von Versandadresse)

Datum und Unterschrift:

Shipping Instructions

Lempertz SA is prepared to instruct Packers and  
Shippers on your behalf and at your risk and  expense upon  
receipt of payment and instructions.

For information:  
Phone +32.2.25140586   bruxelles@lempertz.com

 Surface Mail

 Airmail

 Air Freight

 Shippers/Carriers

 I will arrange collection

 Insurance

  

Pictures framed under glass cannot be sent by mail.

Lots to be packed and shipped to:

Telephone

Charges to be forward to: 

Date and signature:



Important Ivory and Silver from a lower-Saxonian Private Collection
Sale 16th November

Neumarkt 3  50667 Köln  T +49 221 92 57 29 20  kunstgewerbe@lempertz.com
Berlin T 030-27 87 60 80  München 089-98 10 77 67  Brüssel 02-514 05 86

A delicately carved ivory hunting cup and cover. Signed and dated Friedrich Hartmann, Michelstadt 1857. Height 59 cm



Paintings, drawings and sculptures, 15th – 19th C.
Sale 17th November

Neumarkt 3  50667 Köln  T +49 221 92 57 29 93  altekunst@lempertz.com
Berlin T 030-27 87 60 80  München 089-98 10 77 67  Brüssel 02-514 05 86

Leo von Klenze (1784-1864). Cloaca Maxima in Rome, Oil on copper, 56,5 x 44,5 cm, cat. rais. Lieb G3



Contemporary Art Auction  
December 1st 2018

Consignments are welcome until mid September 2018

Neumarkt 3  50667 Köln  T +49 221 92 57 29 32  contemporary@lempertz.com
Berlin T 030-27 87 60 80  München 089-98 10 77 67  Brüssel 02-514 05 86

Joseph Beuys. Zwei Fluxus-Objekte. 1974. Two objects. Recording tape and text with reproductions. Schellmann 135, 136








